Contemporary Personalities
And  the  reputation   so   gained   spread   rapidly   to litigation in the High Court.
The   qualities   of   advocates   are   very   various. One man possesses one gift in a high degree ;  another a different one, perhaps not less valuable, but stilt quite  distinguishable.    The  special   quality   of  the Lord Chief Justice must, I think, always have boon his   persuasiveness,   his   tact,   and   his   plausibility. He  never   extorted  verdicts   by   an   exhibition   of dsemoniac energy,  like Charles  Russell.    He  never bullied witnesses.   He was never insolent to Judges. He never, in a word, set himself to storm trendies by frontal attacks.    These attempts were indeed reserved for our generals in the War.   But in his easy, equable, bland manner, he put himself upon the best possible terms with the Judge and with the  jury.    He contrived to give the impression that he was under-slj.il ing, rather than over-stating, his client's  case.    So  thai before   the   case was   concluded the impression  became general that his client, in some,way or other, had  been  harshly  used,   and   was   entitled  to  (he sympathy and assistance of the Court.
I should imagine that Lord Hewart had fonned large ambitions,  from which politics   were  not  excluded, while he still sat in the Gallery of the House of  Commons.   For  men   at   the   Bar,   when   onee success is certainly within their grasp,  have n very difficult decision to make.    It is, whether they shall complicate their lives, and perhaps compromise; their prospects,  by uniting the political   with   the   lei/al' career;   or whether they shall adhere rigidly to their profession.   The choice is as critical as it is diilieult Many lawyers have gone to the House of Commons ; they have spent a fortune upon politics ;   they have
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